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Active Discussion Session & Student Session
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Topic “Coming up with an ingenious collaborative research
project using each person’ s knowledge and skill in a

group”
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Active Discussion Session
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Could you develop a team-based approach
for One Health—in a foreign language?

Michael Henshaw

Assistant Professor of English as a Foreign Language

People stand in groups at packed
tables, their chairs cast aside as they
lean in to engage with one another
over the loud hum of an entire room
involved in facing the challenge set
before them: Coming up with an
ingenious collaborative research
project using each person’s
knowledge and skill in a group.

And indeed, after 45 minutes of
discussion among graduate students
and the occasional invited speaker,
each group succeeded in creating a
vision for a better world. Within each
of the 6 groups, students considered
their particular skill set unique to
their respective labs. After all, the
groups were diverse: 3 of the 6 seats
at each table were for Japanese while
the other 3 were for international
students or invited speakers. And
almost everyone was from a different
laboratory. This mixture led to
proposals that ranged from a
rabies-tuberculosis-listeriosis task
force, to lab-grown meat, to the
winning proposal: one vaccine that
can be shared between humans and
animals.

Perhaps the world won't be
expecting a universal vaccine anytime
soon, but the efficacy of each
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proposal was incidental—what
mattered was the method by which
the groups came to have a vision.
Really, the question that the
organizers were asking the students
was: Can you contribute in English to
a coherent plan that grabs the
attention of an audience? And then
can you present that plan as a
3-minute presentation followed by
audience questions? The answer to
both questions was “Yes!” There were
no quiet moments of embarrassed
silence. Even after two long days of
the conference, in this final event at
six in the evening, the people wanted
to win! And so they talked.

It wasn’t their first time to do this
sort of activity. Most of the students
had previously taken part in at least
one of three similarly arranged
leadership workshops held at the
Graduate School of Veterinary
Medicine throughout the previous 9
months. But at SaSSOH the stakes
were higher as more professors were
watching and there were more prizes
to win. On top of this, the preparation
time—at only 45 minutes—was
shorter. I’ll admit it, | was skeptical
that the students would be active.
‘Sure, they might discuss,’ | had said to

General facilitator Mike

the organizing committee, ‘but I'm not
sure they’ll be into it.” Aoshima-sensei
returned, ‘They’ Il have to be.’

And they were. My title at this
function was general facilitator but in
practice the students needed little
guidance. | explained the procedure
and then basically became a
time-keeper. As the English teacher
of this faculty, | won’'t comment on
the specifics of the teams’ proposals.
But | will say that | was pleased with
the high level of engagement in a
topic that was both social and

intellectual, all done in a foreign

language.
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Members brainstorm their unique contributions.

The team creates the poster for their presentation.

Active Discussion Session
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Student Session

“Glocal crisis communication in the real world”
4th SaSSOH BEZEa%k BE &

Student session [FZFEENREIL. FENEET DY T
VTY, BYUUKNBZZEZRIVTAFTEoECE 4 %
DEENFEEFTHUNE LI, 2BBZ4ETHD. DEPE
FEHENTINTTHofefeth, BRBREBFATT - RIGBHEEHT
BEZEHTLNZEDOEHFUE L, ER. BFU Loy
ZDEFENBRBEICDNT
ECEDWERBWVET,
IDRBBOULDIF, BUCERZFERZESDLHOT

YavERABRLTNEDTY DN,
FESHHELRE

KTllco BYYaVDT—IXERRCOHDOF Ty N ERAR U

D, AVIFIL—E—ZE>TESMEZREUEELD. &

5 U IRIFFEESZH
SiF UV IAUIERFETT1 ANy avIcBDBEH e
PHEELTEIMICVBES
MEDLSICEV VWD, ChZHBZENHEZDIE, FA

IKb7FIL—rarvZELTWEUT,

HRIEDTIEFBWNERBWET,

Student Session @

Clinical Science
Disaster Preparedness
for Pets

Suranji Wijekoon
DC 3, Laboratory of Surgery
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Before the disaster, the best thing
we can do for ourselves and our pets
is to be prepared. We deliberated
about disaster preparedness for pets
at the SaSSOH Student Session as a
team work. The clinical session was
organized by student committee
members and conducted by Suranji
Wijekoon with assistance from
Tatsunari Kondoh, professors Keisuke
Aoshima, Hiroshi Ohta and Mike
Henshaw.

Short documentary about
aftermath of illusory earthquake was
prepared with other student
committee members, Lesa
Thompson, Suppalak Kaewkwan and
Md. Islam to illustrate the social
responsibilities on homeless animal.
All the participants were grouped
after pop quiz and given roles such
as veterinarian, governmental officer,

animal welfare society and pet owner

Fhtyya ‘/)z‘// \—&1BFEEEDr. Boripat Siriaroonrat (£h52%&EH)

ICESTHIHBICRERNE T Lo 2ETEDEYYIVE
ZEDIZHIZIFTEHL BEICE>TERELREKRZZFOLD
FEBWET, S50 SaSSOH THEED Y 3V Th
NEMIFACII OO FEAD, SEEEWCENDIGZIRH
UCTER5EBVET,

to facilitate the discussion within and
among the groups. At the end of the
session, each group made a short
presentation about responsivity of
each role in the society for the
proper disaster preparedness of pets.
Decision making, team spirit and
balance of participation were
evaluated and scored by professors
and invited speakers to select the
best team work. The winners got the
certificate at the closing ceremony of
SaSSOH 2016.

Student Session @

Infectious disease Leakage in BSL4 facility

Md Atiqul Islam

DC 3, Laboratory of Laboratory Animal Science and Medicine

Bio safety level 4 (BSL-4) is the
highest level of bio safety
precautions, and is appropriate for
work with agents that could easily be
aerosol-transmitted within the
laboratory and cause severe to fatal
disease in humans for which there
are no available vaccines or
treatments. The Leakage in BSL4
facility workshop was aiming for
better understanding of global health
threat including socio-economical,
ethical issues and how to
communicate, solving problems with
making good decisions in such a

glocal crisis if arise in future.

This session was run by Md Atiqul
Islam where key story was presented
showing news videos. News videos
about Leakage in BSL4 facility were

prepared by SaSSOH student
committee members. Special Thanks
to Mike Henshaw for his technical
assistance and suggestions for
preparing news videos. The workshop
was very lively due to active
participations and audio-visual
environment. Participants were
involved in group discussions and
acted as role play such as Medical,
Ethical, facility management and
Socio-economic team to address
possible crisis and solutions for real
life. They concluded to work all team
together to solve such a glocal crisis.
There were also pop quizzes for the
participants that were funny,
interesting and brainstorming for
basic understanding of infectious
diseases. Participants presented

their thought and ideas using poster

and shared ideas among all

participants. Participants were scored
mainly based on communication skills,
generation innovative ideas, decision
making and presentation skills.
Certificates were provided to top
scorer participants at closing
ceremony of SaSSOH 2016. Several
observers and invited speakers
visited during this workshop and
enjoyed active participations and
lively environment.

Thanks to Dr. Hiono and Dr. Hassan
for their special assistance and
evaluation in this workshop. Kind
appreciations to Misaki Tanaka for
her help during this session. Finally,
this workshop was concluded by the
talk of Dr. Julie A. Moreno an invited
speaker of SaSSOH.
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Student Session ®

Behind the bat cave
Suppalak Kaewkwan

DC 3, Laboratory of Wildlife Biology and Medicine

"A journey of a thousand miles must
begin with a single step."
- Lao Tzu, an ancient Chinese

philosopher and writer

Student Session pathways
Flashback to the first day when
SaSSOH 2016 schedule was
announced. | saw something new
called “the Student Session” which
required a volunteer committee to
organize. When | read the details in
that mail, | thought it might fun to be
a member. It seems destiny required
me to do this position. Thus, the
committee of Student Session began

their long journey of exciting activity.

It’s not about the destination, it’s
about the journey

The Student Session consisted of 4
international students from different
Laboratories. How did we create the
variety of activities at SaSSOH 20167
From January 2016, we set up
monthly meetings to develop our plan.
You might think our team felt high
pressure to build the Student Session.
Actually, no! Because this was the
first time to hold the Student Session
so we didn’ t have any pressure. We
were pioneers! Our session allowed us
to design and create anything that we

9 News Letter vol.8

Student Session

Preparation

wanted to see in September. The one
thing that we hoped was the
participants would enjoy this activity.
So, we tried to put creative things in
the session. Fortunately, we also had
great collaboration: Mr. Michael
Henshaw who assisted filming
production, Leading Program student
committee who supported each room
and SaSSOH 2016 committee who
suggested the theme guideline.

The Fruit of my Work

Finally, my big show of the bat cave
scenario was ready for SaSSOH'’s
participants. The bat cave scenario
opened with a pop quiz on general
knowledge about bats. | hope the
participants could take home some
messages from my scenario. However,
the steps didn’t go as smooth as |
had thought even though | operated
the time less than 1.5 hours. | was
also thankful to bat cave participants
who were active in every movement.
The purpose of the bat cave activity
was to realize the different viewpoints
of social roles in the (fake) bat
community. | created 6 types of roles
in that society where bats are a part
of their life. The participants should
imagine what they could do in each
situation. It might have been hard for

them to roleplay while they kept their
viewpoints. The great key to enjoy this
game was playing the fake role based
on its angle and to think only from the
information in front of them. Of
course, | gave additional documents in
every role for supportive information.
Finally, the show ended and an
excellent summary could be
expressed by the VIP invited speaker
in this scenario “Dr. Boripat
Siriaroonrat” . He gave fantastic
viewpoints from each role and left the

message “how to react to a crisis

situation based on one’s role!”

A

Best bat score for win a prize

Student Session @

Environmental Science workshop

Lesa Thompson
DC 3, Laboratory of Toxicology

The Environmental Science session
was run by Lesa Thompson with
assistance from Dr. Yoko Aoyama, Dr.
Monica Bando, Professors Sakoda
and Nakayama, and Ai Dantsuka.

Fictional news videos about an
ocean oil spill were prepared with
other SaSSOH student committee
members and Mike Henshaw'’s
technical assistance. Participants

received new identities—e.g.

politicians and local business
owners—and considered the
disaster’s impact. They discussed the
effects of oil on wildlife species. Then
they decided how to spend funds on
remediation. Each group made short
presentations to all participants.

Invited speakers and professors
scored participants on communication
and participation skills. Top scoring

participants received certificates.

Everyone is encouraged to make presentations to all
participants after their small group discussions.
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TEnjoy Science!; by Dr. Soichiro Yamaguchi
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