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My poster and the visitors
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Hello everybody,

| am Nipawit Karnbunchob from Thailand,
a Ph.D. student in the Division of
Bioinformatics, Research Center for
Zoonosis Control (CZC). | am studying
about interspecies transmission of
zoonotic pathogens. My ambitions in
academic life are to acquire knowledge
and prepare for my career, and one way
to achieve my goals is through attending
scientific conferences. Attending this kind
of event gives me the opportunity to
present my research and keeps me
up-to-date with recent scientific
knowledge. Therefore, | would like to
share my experiences from my recent
business trip to Canada where | was given
a chance to present my research at the
International Union of Microbiological
Societies (IUMS) Congress, which was
held last July 27-August 1, 2014 in
Montreal (Quebec, Canada).

About IUMS 2014

This conference was hosted by the
Canadian Society of Microbiologists and
organized with the National Research
Council of Canada. This was a joint
meeting, which was composed of the T4th
International Congress of Bacteriology and
Applied Microbiology, 14th International
Congress of Mycology and Eukaryotic
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One car with four
engines

@® My experiences and impressions
of the IUMS 2014 in Canada

Nipawit Karnbunchob, DC2, Div. of Bioinformatics, CZC

Microbiology, and 14th International
Congress of Virology. The main purpose of
this meeting was to encourage international
sharing and open discussion regarding new
progress in all microbiological fields. They
gathered many groups of microbiology
researchers to create the powerful
scientific research collaboration for the
future.

My experiences and impressions of the
IUMS 2014

This meeting gave me many rewards, more
than | imagined. | met many researchers
who came from developed and developing
countries around the world. Some of them
are studying about zoonotic pathogens
that | am interested in, while others came
from institutes or universities that | would
like to collaborate with. There are also
researchers who came to my poster and
tried to understand my research. We
shared ideas and information about our
research. Although the poster presentation
time was limited, we still continued our
discussion. They gave me the necessary
information about ideas for research
modification, especially for the next
research plan. | believe discussion with
other researchers can contribute to the
widening of my scientific perspective.
Additionally, | think that many people met
their “idol” in their respective research
field. | also have my idols. In IUMS 2014, |
met one of them. He was from the
National Center for Biotechnology
Information (NCBI). We discussed many
things about my research. | also met one
retired professor who left a significant

Saint Joseph's Oratory
of Mount Royal
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The souvenir from Canada

impression on me. She said that she was
more than 80 years old. She visited my
poster and asked me about my research.
She was very active and looked like an
energetic grandmother. It confirmed to me
that age is not a barrier for learning. | also
met other impressive researchers. We
discussed many issues and | enjoyed all of
it. Some comments from other researchers
were very interesting and can help me
develop my research activity.

Exploring Montreal

IUMS 2014 was held in Montreal. Aside
from attending the conference, | also
found time for sightseeing around this
charming city. There are lots of famous
places that | visited. One of them was an
impressive religious heritage of Montreal,
the Saint Joseph's Oratory of Mount
Royal. | believe the beauty of this place will
impress the visitors and leave
unforgettable memories. Before | came
back, | bought maple syrup as a souvenir
from Canada.

The next IUMS conference

For those who are interested in IUMS
conference, the next IUMS conference
will be held in Singapore on 2017.
www.iums2017.com

Finally, | would like to thank the following
people who made this trip possible:
Professor Kimihito Ito and Miss Tamae
Sasaki from Division of Bioinformatics,
CZC, and everybody from the Office of
Leading Program.

Delegates from Japan and South Africa at the symposium banquet

South African researchers
discuss collaborations

@® Experiences at the International

Toxicology Symposium in South Africa

Lesa Thompson, DC1, Lab. of Toxicology

On 29th August, the “6th International
Toxicology Symposium in Africa” was
held at the Garden Court O.R. Tambo
International Airport, Johannesburg,
South Africa. This symposium was
organised by members of the
toxicology laboratory in the Graduate
School of Veterinary Studies, headed by
Professors Ishizuka and lkenaka. It
originated from the “Establishment of
International Toxicology Consortium with
8 African Countries”, which has been
sponsored by the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science (JSPS) since
2012. The four aims underpinning this
consortium are to: understand
environmental pollution in African
countries, exchange information
regarding this, identify national
problems and develop monitoring and
reducing systems, and train personnel in
this field.

The annual symposium began in 2009 in
Lusaka, Zambia, and was held there until
2013 when it moved to Kumasi, Ghana,
for the 5th meeting. This year was the
first time it has been held in southern

Africa, and organisation was assisted
greatly by our local research collaborators,
particularly Professor Johan van Vuren
from the University of Johannesburg.

This was my first toxicology symposium
and | met many renowned toxicology
researchers. It was an exceptional
opportunity to meet authors of
publications which | had read. | also
presented a poster about organochlorine
levels in fish from Maputo Bay,
Mozambique, using data from my first
semester at Hokudai. The work is part of
a long-term collaborative research
project between our laboratory and
several institutions in South Africa. It
was a tremendous chance for me to
hear about other parts of the project
and to discuss my results with other
researchers.

In total over fifty attendees from many
countries—including Cameroon, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Japan, Nigeria, South
Africa and Zambia—were present. As
expected from such an international
meeting, varied research topics were
presented and discussed during the
busy program. Professor Victor
Wepener from North-West University,
South Africa, gave the keynote address
on ecological risk assessment of
chemicals. Ensuing sessions covered
diverse topics: ecological effects of
pollutant exposure, heavy metals,
organochlorine pesticides, and food

toxicology
laboratory enjoy
lunchtime
discussions with
other delegates
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Professor Ishizuka
introduces

Hokkaido University to
symposium delegates

PHOTOS (COURTESY OF HOKUTO NAKATA)

contamination. Three professors and
three students from our laboratory were
able to attend. Professor lkenaka
discussed pesticides used for vector
control. Chihiro Ishii (DC1) presented a
poster on lead poisoning in Japanese
raptors, and Hokuto Nakata’s (6th
grade) poster described heavy metal
contamination in the Dandoro dumping
site, Nairobi.

Of great interest to me were presentations
from two South African graduate students
who performed part of their research in
our laboratory earlier this year — Tarryn Lee
Botha and Nico Wolmarans. The
symposium was a great time to both
meet new colleagues and to refresh old
acquaintances. Professor Ishizuka closed
the symposium before attendees had a
sumptuous feast at the closing banquet.
Unfortunately this was the final year for
which JSPS sponsorship has been
attained, but all involved in the
symposium and the research links
forged through the research consortium
are endeavouring to secure funding for
future collaborative projects. | am very
grateful to the toxicology laboratory for
financial assistance to attend the
symposium. Not only was | able to
discuss my work in a friendly and
supportive environment, but no doubt in
the future | will also be able to build on
collaborative projects with researchers
met at the symposium.
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Sapporo Summer Seminar for One Health

AREFEFHZE DCI

FEF E

“SaSSOH = @3E = g#R”

SEDEHLeading ProgramD—IEE LT, SaSSOHNFMEENE Uic, 2DF
SOFHIS BAEVSTE SMEBBOEREIEVN. EVWSRICHBDERBVWETEH
- BANSOBFHEDEE (BRALKEIR!) OMIFKRERENERELS
FINBIERERTTIRIBE BB ENRNRTIN . ERIE2ESETT. F
S2OTRZ I Z<DOBEZTORBERIFILTED . KIREICRDIFEER-T
LEWET, YV ERFER TR RICHRDEENH o & LTHREEN TV W HE
FAREOVDEDAVN—THEICIHE>TLESTENZTVEBWET, UM U,
SaSSOHTIFEZEGEFEDAICEMNTZZENTERT (FIE7ILI—ILOAHE
NDD)bBEIA BICERBEENS HADT RNARERBZIEHTEET.Z
AEBRVWERICHTOSNTH B ABELEREZRORLTWET S,
Questioner Award&EWSHRGBEEWEK ZENTEF U REINDBRAT
INERLERDARY MDD T, ZZ DV ETO S IENTI LIRS T XAy v 3
YUTIEWeELKDEEEFREDARICT, COBEBD THEILBL EFcLWEBnE
TS BE EoENEE S IcAFERR

The 2nd
Sappora Summer Seminar
| [gr One Health

2014F9RIC.HBYYRIY T L
'SaSSOH, (Sapporo Summer
Seminar for One Health) h'BEfES
NEL.2013F K= E2EBED
FfESHRDET,

FSaSSOH. & EIRME FMAED
BHEENELTRD BALSE—
RCEETDIMAEZDZ . FESY
ARAEREZTVET,

2EIHE BB SEE, 9B DR E &
14020 MED. BRZBZ . 2%
EBA T IEIFBARERETL,
BRUETA R AV 3 VDMED BT
SNZEKRBINEIVIRI D LAER
DEULT,

1 1 News Letter vol.5

- BEERLN -

WEH]
NiE
WEES AN

I Mark D.
- Zabel

Professor
Colorado State University
Prion Research Center, CO, USA

Peripheral prion traffic

Keitaro
Ohmori

Senior Assistant Professor
Cooperative Dept. of Veterinary
Medicine,

Faculty of Agriculture,

Tokyo Univ. of Agriculture and
Technology, Tokyo, Japan

Possible involvement of circadian
rhythms in the development of
allergic diseases

: Dmitry
Gerashchenko
all.

Research Assistant Professor

VA Boston Healthcare System/Harvard
Medical School

West Roxbury, MA, USA

Slow-wave activity (SWA) regulation
during sleep: role of nNOS neurons
in the cerebral cortex

- Alejandro

Alvarez-Prats
l "
Postdoctoral Fellow
Section on Molecular Signal Transduction,
Program for Developmental Neuroscience,
National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development,

National Institues of Health,
Bethesda, MD,USA

Phosphoinositides in brain
development and disease

John
P. Giesy

Professor and Canada Research Chair
Dept. of Biomedical Veterinary
Sciences and Toxicology Centre,
Western College of Veterinary
Medicine

Univ. of Saskatchewan, Canada

Perfluorinated chemicals: the
history of an environmental issue

~=M Ariadna
Garcia Saenz

Ph.D student of Veterinary Epidemiology
Research Centre for Animal Health,
Autonomous Univ. of Barcelona,
Barcelona,Spain

Understanding the epidemiology
of Bovine Tuberculosis in Spain

William W.
Hall

Professor of Microbiology

School of Medicine and Medical Science
Centre for Research in Infectious
Diseases

Univ. College Dublin, Ireland

One health and the role of international
laboratory collaborations: The Ireland
-Vietnam Blood Borne Virus Initiative
(V1)

| Robert P.
P de Vries

Research Associate

Dept. of Cell and Molecular Biology
and Chemical Physiology

and Immunology & Microbial Science
The Scripps Research Institute,

La Jolla, CA, USA

H7N9 and H6NT1 influenza A virus
hemagglutinins engineered to bind
human type receptors reveal a
novel layer of specificity beyond
the a2-6 linkage of sialic acid

® Sonja M. Best

Investigator

Innate Immunity and Pathogenesis Unit
Lab. of Virology, Rocky Mountain
Laboratories,

National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases,

National Institutes of Health,

Hamilton, MT, USA

The mechanism of IFNa/b antagonism
by NS5 from encephalitic flaviviruses,
TBEV and WNV
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