
International Vet Exchange Program [IVEP]

The University of Edinburgh

■Overview of Activities of The University of Edinburgh Student Exchange Program
with The University of Edinburgh  In FY2019, 6 students from the vet school of Hokkaido University were sent 

to the University of Edinburgh. At the University of Edinburgh, students 

received an introduction to research at the Roslin Institute, and some 

lectures and practices on breeding and husbandry of industrial animals at 

the university facilities and on clinical veterinary medicine for horses and 

small animals at the university teaching animal hospitals. Outside the 

university, they attended clinicopathological training at Glasgow University, 

and lectures on fish pathology and reproduction at Stirling University. In 

addition, they experienced the field of wildlife management and conservation 

activities at the National Park and Wildlife Park. On the other hand, 6 

students from vet school of the University of Edinburgh were accepted at 

Hokkaido University, and they were given lectures and practical training both 

inside and outside the university, as well as attending and presenting at a 

symposium. In all cases, students from Hokkaido University were able to 

improve their English proficiency through exchanges with undergraduate 

students of the University of Edinburgh and both groups of students could 

experience different culture and customs between Hokkaido and Scotland.

  Based on inter-university and inter-depar tment exchange 

agreements, we are promoting educat ional and research 

exchanges, mainly student exchanges between the vet schools of 

Hokkaido University (HU) and the University of Edinburgh (UE), and 

students practice lectures and training of veterinary medicine and 

conservation medicine through this program of veterinary 

education at each university. The goal is to foster undergraduate 

students with ef fective experiences through such a unique 

international veterinary education programme. In particular, it is a 

great advantage for HU students to experience the global 

standard-setting veterinary education practiced at the University of 

Edinburgh with international veterinary education accreditation by 

both Europe and the United States. Although HU and UE students 

have been dispatched and accepted every other year until 2017, 

this programme has been bilateral every year since 2018.

Professor Toshio TSUBOTA
Laboratory of Wildlife Biology and Medicine
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  At UE, HU students have experienced advanced and world-class 

veterinary education, as well as cross-cultural understanding 

through interaction with UE students, and English language 

improvement through conversation training. Specifically, clinic for 

exotic animals that are rarely touched in Japan, and clinical 

veterinary medicine and animal welfare studies of horses that 

differ greatly in the number of cases between Europe and Japan 

are a feature of this educational programme. This also includes 

husbandry management, animal welfare, wildlife conservation 

and management, as well as clinical pathology lectures and 

practice at the University of Glasgow, and lectures and practical 

training on fish farming and management at Stirling University.

  On the other hand, at HU, students from vet school of UE have 

opportunities to learn ecology, management and conservation of 

wildlife that inhabit the rich natural environment of Hokkaido, and 

control of infectious diseases at nearby facilities. Specifically, clinical 

studies and husbandry management at Asahiyama Zoo, ecological 

survey and wildlife management and conservation for brown bears, 

deer, sea animals, raptors, and more in the field at Shiretoko 

Peninsula and Kushiro Shitsugen (wetland) Wildlife Center, and 

lectures and practical training of large animal clinics and husbandry 

management at Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary 

Medicine and Japan Racing Association (JRA) Hidaka Farm. In 

addition, a symposium including research presentations by experts 

and young researchers is held over a day during the training period, 

and a student session is also provided for student presentations.

  This program targets 3rd- to 5th-year students of HU vet 

school and 3rd- to 5th-year students of UE, and dispatches 6 

students every year. The program is held at HU for 10 days at 

the end of August and at UE for 10 days at the end of 

September. “Advanced Seminar in Applied Veterinary Medicine” 

(elective, 1 credit) will be given to 5th-year students of HU, and 

“Long Term/Short Term Field Practice” (elective/mandatory, 2/1 

credits) will be given to the 4th-year students of HU. This 

programme is also positioned as “Department-Specific Short 

Term Study Abroad” for Nitobe College students.

To The University of Edinburgh, from September 17 to September 27, 2019
From The University of Edinburgh, from August 18 to August 27, 2019
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The University of Edinburgh

P50 Saori BABA (3rd year)

P52 Hiryu SAWAMURA (4th year)

P54 Manami ITO (3rd year)

P56 Nozomi SHIOHARA (4th year)

P58 Mari NAGAHARA (4th year)

P60 Yu AMADA (3rd year)

P62 Junyuan Ian Liang (4th year)

P64 Kaitlyn Waidley (4th year)

P66 Hohin Fung (4th year)

P68 Kathleen Hu (4th year)

P70 Sarah O’Mahony (4th year)

P72 Trey Cavoto (4th year)
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To The University of Edinburgh   ①

Saori BABA (3rd year)

  

Equine clinic
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

Japanese monkeys and enrichment
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To The University of Edinburgh   ②

Hiryu SAWAMURA (4th year)

  RSVS small animal hospital was a large two-story 

dermatology, oncology, surgery, neurology, cardiology, 

internal medicine and surgery then take CT or echo or 

in the cage so  the flow line is centered around the 
central room, It was very different in RSVS small animal 

returned to the department and listened 

went along teaching students slowly over 

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  d i s c u s s i n g  w i th  t he 

CT in RSVS

Department of exotic animals in RSVS
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

I n  t h e  w i l d l i f e  s c i e n c e  p r a c t i c e  a t 

Highland, cruised down the Spey river in a 

Highland life park was primarily concerned 

wildlife park, which aims to return to the wild, the way of feeding is devised, and they set the 

immediately after pathological anatomy such as organs parasitized with pneumonia and liver fluke, 

Wild cat in Highland wildlife park
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To The University of Edinburgh   ③

Manami ITO (3rd year)

<Visit to the University of Edinburgh>

t he  p r ac t i c a l  f ac i l i t i e s ,  r e se a r ch 
faci l i t ies used at the Univers i ty of 

Un l i ke  t he  f ac i l i t i e s  a t  Hok ka i do 
University, it was impressive that there 
were many educational materials that 

study, and that handling skil ls were 

hospital, I felt that each student was actively participating in the treatment, in addition, that it was 

strongly felt that the facilities of the university were greatly different, and the students' awareness 

<Practice on wildlife and zoo animals in Highland>

welfare in zoo, and created enrichments 

On the second night in Highland, we 

that senses ultrasound, and every night, 
we set up a camera with a sensor to try 

1, Outline of the tour

Part of learning materials in the self-study room

Monkeys playing with the created enrichment
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

<Visit to Glasgow University>

<Visit to Stirling University>

2, Summery
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  On the first day, in the morning, we learned 

students can learn independently, such as Skills 

and I was impressed with special attention to 

Day 1

through the echo test, students also received guidance from the resident while doing the echo test 

Day 2

Day 3

There are many wild animals in the highland, and it was said that there are many wild animals such as 

Day 4

To The University of Edinburgh   ④

Nozomi SHIOHARA (4th year)

At the veterinary school entrance
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

Day 5

Canoeing in the Spey river

Day 6

anatomical results in a series of steps, I felt that it was a very clinically meaningful educational 

Day 7

Day 8

Throughout the program

Interaction with 
Edinburgh University students
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To The University of Edinburgh   ⑤

Mari NAGAHARA (4th year)

  My initial interest in the educational and research systems of world-standard veterinary departments 

  What impressed me the most was the engagement and the vocalness of the students in lectures at 

one class where the topic was castration, students were to discuss the answer to the question 

Hospital, they had equipment such as MRI 

for checking for lameness and an operating 
theatre that was a two-story structure, 

Operating theatre for large animals
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

range of research facilities, so students 
who want to conduct research in addition 
to clinical training can utilize the Roslin 

Rosl in Inst i tute conducts research on 

took me out to dinner and sightseeing every day after school, and all others who participated in the 

The Roslin Institute
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To The University of Edinburgh   ⑥

Yu AMADA (3rd year)

  

such as pig and cattle farms, small 
an ima l  ve te r ina ry  c l in ics ,  c l i n ica l 
practice of small animals, and equine 

weekends ,  p layed  canoe ing ,  and 

In addition, there are foot specimens with large animal disease on the farms, and I left that they were 

  Second, the idea of animal welfare is 

during my practice training and received 

Learning materials in The University of Edinburgh

Japanese macaques in Highland Wildlife Park
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

Group photo
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From The University of Edinburgh    ⑦

Junyuan Ian Liang (4th year)

  

  More importantly, I had always wanted to know how studying in other vet schools were like, 

workload every vet student has!

students, sounds great!
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

Chibi, a young Blakiston's fish owl in Kushiro-Shitsugen 
Wildlife Conservation center

A group photo of HU, UE and Shiretoko Nature Foundation members in Shiretoko National Park
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From The University of Edinburgh    ⑧

Kaitlyn Waidley (4th year)
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Date Content

18-Aug Arriving at Sapporo

19-Aug
9:00 Guidance, 10:00 CZC & 
14:00 Animal Hospital visit

20-Aug
10:00 Conference: Bovine medecine, 
17:30 Welcome party

21-Aug 12:00-15:30 Asahiyama zoo visit

22-Aug 13:30-16:30 Study on bear and deer management

23-Aug
14:00-17:00 Marine mammals and birds watching 
9:00-12:00, Hunting & Necropsy

24-Aug 13:00-15:00 Kushiro Wildlife Conservation Center visit

25-Aug 9:00-12:00 Large animal clinic practice in Obihiro University

26-Aug 9:00-12:00 JRA Race Horse Farm: Horse clinic practice

27-Aug Leaving Sapporo

The study tour for 
Edinburgh vet students in 2019

The Univ. of Edinburgh
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From The University of Edinburgh    ⑨

Hohin Fung (4th year)

year and I heard a lot of good 

D ick Vets to take par t  in  the 

i m p r e s s i ve  t h a n  w h a t  I  wa s 

t o u r  a r o u n d  t h e  Ve t e r i n a r y 
Teaching Hospital, as one would 

A group photo of HU and UE members in front of the Animal Teaching 
Hospital, Hokkaido University

A group of HU members during cruising for marine animal watching
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

Scotland too and we hope to see everyone again!
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From The University of Edinburgh    ⑩

Kathleen Hu (4th year)

accuracy of this method is very promising, thus giving it great potential in future developments, 

Visiting the horse surgery theater at Obihiro University



69

The Univ. of Edinburgh

deer, as well as salmon and aquaculture, 

ver y hol is t ic guide through the wi ldl i fe 

wildlife vet is very different from those of 

to understand the physiology and anatomy 

Everyone at Shiretoko Rensan mountains
Photo credit: Professor Toshio Tsubota

Oceanic sunset at the seashores of Shiretoko
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From The University of Edinburgh    ⑪

Sarah O’Mahony (4th year)

they use contrasting techniques to 

deer are captured at the edge of the 

con t ras t ,  de e r  manage me nt  i n 
Scotland consists of: population 

in the park, which involved dealing 

department has also implemented a no-littering, no-feeding campaign, the goal of which is to avoid 

Cruising for marine animal watching
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

teaching included in the curriculum, so if students are interested in these topics they must study in 

A souvenir photo on a seal picture board



72

From The University of Edinburgh    ⑫

Trey Cavoto (4th year)
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The Univ. of Edinburgh

on bear and deer management, received a guided walk through the bear reserve, and were shown a 
functioning sika deer trap. I found it both interesting and menacing to learn that the entire town 
situated on the peninsula is surrounded by an electric fence. The purpose of this fence is to keep 
out the massive number of bears that live in the area. If I remember correctly, the park has the 
highest population density of brown bears on earth. There are so many bears that we were lucky 
enough to see one on the shore as we took a boat cruise around the peninsula. There were also 
numerous deer that could readily be spotted from the bus at the side of most roads. This finding 
made it apparent as to why the deer traps are necessary. The deer on the peninsula are 
overpopulated and their numbers must be managed. 
  Compared to the convenience stores in Scotland, the Japanese convenience stores seem like a 
utopia. I must have spent 30 minutes in the first Lawsons that I entered in Sapporo. There were so 
many new things lining every corner and wall. The prepared meals were very unique compared to 
the ones you can find in Scotland. In my opinion the options are much more flavorful, diverse, and 
numerous. The chip sections were also full of new flavors that I have never tried, some of which 
being instant noodle flavored rice crackers, pizza, cheeseburger, and wasabi flavored potato chips, 
and dried squid strips that were covered in fried batter. The squid strips were my favorite. Overall 
however, my favorite convenience store item in Japan, without question, was the Oi Ocha roasted 
green tea. This was such a new and amazing flavor to me that I instantly became addicted to it. 
Since returning to Scotland I now keep roasted green tea bags in my home.
  It also goes without saying that this trip would have been nowhere near as enjoyable if it had not 
been for the amazing generosity and hospitality of our hosts and travel companions. Mari, Fumiya, 
Manami, Yuki, and Toshio took world class care of us during our visit acting as translators and 
coordinators, and by the end of the trip I am happy to be able to call each of them my friend. Not 
only did they teach us about life as a Japanese vet student but they taught us about life in Japan in 
general. To me this was the most valuable part of the exchange. Getting to see a small glimpse of a 
very different part of the world through the eyes of someone living in it in a similar situation to my 
own. For this I cannot thank them enough. 


