Hokkaido University-The Univetsity of Melbourne

e N
Project Managefs... i
w1 he Uni_t/ekr\sity o—fﬂhbﬁ gh. '.‘\*‘_
* ProfésSef Toshio TSUBOTAF . “ag
Laboratory of WiIdIife‘B?‘dl'bg\/ and W
Medicine, kukaj‘doyniyﬁfi;i-ty X 8
»

s

»
- 1



The University of Melbourne

Millie McClure, 4™ (Final) year of the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

| am incredibly grateful to have been a part of the 2025 Hokkaido University study tour, which was an enriching

academic and cultural experience. This program offered a unique opportunity to collaborate with other individuals
studying veterinary medicine, marine animals, and human medicine, as well as many academics and professionals in
the wildlife field.

Exploring the Hokkaido University campus facilities including the Animal Hospital, the International Institute of
Zoonosis Control, and the Hokkaido Museum, was both impressive and highly educational. Through the conference at
Hokkaido University, and the lectures and site visits provided at the Internation institute of Zoonosis Control, the
Shiretoko Nature Foundation, the Shibetsu Salmon Park Museum, and the Kushiro Wildlife Conservation Centre, | have
gained a greater understanding of Japan’s distinctive ecosystems and various conservation strategies. A highlight of
the tour was visiting Obihiro University’s large animal clinic, where we observed their surgical rooms and advanced
imaging technology, such as a large animal CT. Seeing the collaboration between Obihiro and Hokkaido Universities

was inspiring, demonstrating how inter-institutional partnerships can enhance veterinary care and research.

| gained a deeper understanding of animal welfare in Japan, and how different cultural views of the importance of an
animal’s life impacted the common practices seen. Cultural attitudes in Japan emphasise the sanctity of life, which
was reflected in practices observed at the Hokkaido University Animal Hospital, Asahikawa Zoo, and Kushiro Wildlife
Conservation Centre. For instance, the Kushiro Centre requires government approval before euthanising raptors that
cannot be rehabilitated. This contrasts with Australian practices, where animal welfare often prioritises minimising
suffering and ensuring that the five freedoms are met. In Australia, euthanasia is more readily considered a valid

treatment option to alleviate animal distress and suffering, highlighting a key cultural difference in veterinary ethics.

Beyond the academics, the non-academic activities were equally memorable. At the Shiretoko Nature Foundation we
hiked through stunning landscapes, avoided bear encounters, and observed the wild Sika deer. A whale-watching
cruise from the town of Rausu allowed us to observe marine animals such as sperm whales and albatross species in
their natural habitat, a truly unforgettable experience. Experiencing traditional Japanese cuisine was another highlight

of this study tour, with an introduction into local culture and with many delicious meals.

This tour has expanded my academic understanding of wildlife medicine and conservation, while also deepening my
appreciation of Japanese culture and values. | strongly recommend the program to future students interested in animal

science, conservation, and cross-cultural learning.
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The University of Melbourne

Briony Mellor, 4™ year of the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

| consider myself so lucky to have participated in the 2025 exchange program between Hokkaido and Melbourne
University Veterinary Schools. This opportunity allowed us to come together and explore animal welfare and One
Health practices while building meaningful connections between our faculties, and has vastly expanded by

perspectives of the industry.

One of the many highlights of the program for me was visiting the International Institute for Zoonosis Control. Here,
specialists in emerging disease, pathogen surveillance and virology generously gave their time to share their
knowledge on zoonoses, and their vast impacts. | was fascinated to see the institute and its resources, including the

cryo-electron microscope, which we found out is one of only three in the world within a BSL-3 laboratory.

We also had the chance to travel to Shiretoko National Park and speak with rangers about bear and deer
management, which gave us a realistic insight into Japan’s wildlife challenges and conservation strategies. | was
really interested to learn about human-bear conflict in the region, and found that the conversation is very nuanced,
with many contributing factors such as ecosystem change, trade and travel expansion and human safety.

At the Kushiro Wildlife Conservation Centre, we learned about efforts to protect endangered raptors, specifically the
Steller’s Sea Eagle, Blakiston’s Fish Owl, and White-Tailed Eagle. It felt like such a privilege to learn from the institute’s
founder, Keisuke Saito, and see his passion and expertise first-hand. The research, rehabilitation and advocacy that

the institute demonstrates was so inspirational, and transferable Obirto other countries and endangered species.

Outside of academic visits, we were able to explore Hokkaido’s culture, landscapes, and cuisine, which added an
important layer of connection and appreciation to the trip for me, especially since | finally learnt how to use
chopsticks properly after The friendships and networks we built during this exchange will stay with us well into our

veterinary careers, and hopefully we will be seeing familiar faces in Australia soon!

| want to extend my gratitude to everyone at Hokkaido University who made this program possible, as well as all of
the compassionate, resilient and driven professionals who shared their expertise with us. Experiences like these
strengthen global veterinary collaboration and inspire me to keep learning, connecting, and working towards better

outcomes for animals and people alike.
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The University of Melbourne
Gloria Thanh Pham, 4% year of the Doctor of Vetetinary Medicine

The International Veterinary Exchange Program with Hokkaido University was one of the first veterinary
exchanges that Australian universities have taken part in, and it proved to be an invaluable opportunity. The
program broadened my understanding of veterinary medicine, wildlife conservation, and the cultural
differences that shape practice in different countries. It offered first-hand insight into how veterinary
medicine is approached in Japan and allowed me to reflect on the similarities and differences with what |
have experienced in Australia

On our first day, we were warmly welcomed by Professor Tsubota, a leading expert in wildlife and zoo
medicine and the head of Hokkaido’s veterinary school. He introduced us to the history of the university and
its facilities, before we joined a mini conference where students and professionals presented on diverse
topics. A talk by Dr. Yuki Otani stood out, contrasting Japanese and Western perspectives on animal
welfare and euthanasia and showing how cultural context shapes veterinary decision-making.

The rest of the program, guided by Dr. Yanagawa, took us across Hokkaido and exposed us to a remarkable
variety of veterinary and conservation settings. At Asahiyama Zoo, Dr. Nakamura described the unique
challenges of zoo medicine, while in the Shiretoko region we learned about bear management and
strategies for human-wildlife coexistence. In Rausu, we took part in a whale-watching, then visited
Shibetsu Salmon Park, which gave us an appreciation of fish cultivation and highlighted the historic role of
the Ainu people in this industry. At the Kushiro Wildlife Conservation Centre, Dr. Kono delivered a very
passionate lecture on native owls and raptors, describing measures to reduce injuries from human
structures such as cars on roads and powerlines. Finally, at Obihiro University we were introduced to large
animal medicine and cattle care in Japan, as well as the iconic Hokkaido horse and powerful draft horses,
which left a lasting impression.

Among the many experiences, one of the most memorable was observing the start of an open-heart surgery
for canine mitral valve disease, and witnessing this level of surgical advancement, was inspiring and
reinforced how far veterinary medicine can go to improve animal lives. The program also encouraged us to
reflect on practice differences. In Japan, radiographs are often performed without anaesthesia, while in
Australia sedation or anaesthesia is considered standard.

Beyond the academic learning, the cultural exchange was just as meaningful. Evenings spent relaxing in
local onsens, sharing card games, and exchanging stories created bonds that went beyond professional
learning. These moments helped us understand student life in Japan and left us with friendships and
memories that made the exchange unforgettable. The International Veterinary Exchange Program had
expanded my perspective on what veterinary medicine can achieve while also offering the gift of cultural
connection. | am deeply grateful to both Hokkaido University and the
University of Melbourne for making this exchange possible, and | hope this
partnership continues to grow for future students.




The University of Melbourne
Sachintha Indresh Ariyasinghe, 4™ year of the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

This was the first occasion of an exchange program between University of Melbourne veterinary students and

Hokkaido university students. | was fortunate to learn about small and large animal clinics, wildlife and
conservation which was an unforgettable experience as | was able to improve my knowledge about different
veterinary practices available while also enjoying the new culture. Hokkaido university was one of the most
beautiful universities that | have seen surrounded by nature, while University of Melbﬁgﬂgrg. is l kn for
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its historical buildings and architecture. Y

These are some of the highlights during this exchange program; |was happy
to observe that many of the facilities and departments available
in Hokkaido university, were also available in the veterinary medicine department

in Melbourne university such as CT and MRI.

Photo of myself, Indresh Ariyasinghe at Hokkaido university

On The first day | was able to observe surgical preparation for an open-heart surgery. As Iigirg '|:'ntersté:\j‘in
small animal medicine and wildlife, observing this procedure amazed me, as this is not a common procedure
performed in Melbourne now. As | have learned, vets from Japan travel to Australia to perform these
complicated surgical procedures related to cardiology. Getting to observe this, further refueled my passion
for veterinary cardiology. | observed that the ultrasound imaging department at Hokkaido university had far
more facilities compared to our University Hospital as they had up to 4 ultrasound imaging consults running
simultaneously. However, in my opinion, the Melbourne university teaching hospital has a bigger caseload
comparatively. Another observation that | made was that the feeding systems placed for cattle in the large
animal clinic at Obihiro university were far more advanced compared to many cattle practices I’ve seen in

Melbourne.

The highlights of the wildlife program of this exchange program were the Raptor sanctuary and Whale
watching.

One of the unforgettable experiences was seeing different species of birds of prey up close and observing up
to 5 sperm whales. Until| came here, | wasn’t aware that there were bears in Japan and that they have become
a threat to humans with some fatalities reported. | was able to educate my friends about this situation after |

came back from Japan, as my friends living in Australia weren’t aware of it.

As this is the first exchange program between Hokkaido university and Melbourne university, | would like to
mention that it was conducted very well. It would also be a wonderful experience if this program could be
conducted in winter since Sapporo is famous for snow and would be able to see drift ice at Rausu. During our
exchange trip | was able to experience a karaoke bar for the first time and to visit Sapporo TV tower with the
whole group. | am deeply grateful for this experience, as | was able to make wonderful acquaintances with
some Japanese students. | was able to gain a great deal of new knowledge and perspectives and hope to
apply it for my future studies. | would like to thank everyone who organized this program and wish all success
for future collaborations.




The University of Melbourne
On Ying Wong (Yuki), 4™ year of the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

| am deeply honoured and grateful to have been selected to participate in the International Veterinary Exchange
Programme (IVEP) organized by Hokkaido University. This experience has been the highlight of my year, offering both
academic enrichment and personal growth.

The programme struck a perfect balance between academic learning and field experiences. Our journey began with a
tour of the Hokkaido University Veterinary Teaching Hospital, where | was impressed by the exceptional standards of
hygiene and organization. The spotless, well-maintained facilities—equipped with advanced diagnostic tools such as
CT and MRI machines—reflected a high level of veterinary care and professionalism.

A key academic highlight was the joint conference on One Health and wildlife. The presentations were thought-
provoking, and | was particularly drawn to discussions on animal welfare and pet euthanasia. It was fascinating to
learn how cultural perspectives shape veterinary practices: in Japan, longevity tends to be prioritized, while Western
approaches focus more on sentience and alleviating suffering. This broadened my understanding of the diverse
ethical frameworks influencing global veterinary medicine.

Hokkaido’s rich biodiversity was awe-inspiring. During a wildlife cruise in Rausu, we were fortunate to witness four
sperm whales, several Dall’s porpoises, and countless seabirds in perfect weather conditions. Later, while exploring
the Shiretoko Goko Lakes, we encountered two sika deer in their natural habitat. These experiences deepened my
appreciation for the region’s conservation efforts, such as innovative bear-resistant bins to prevent human-bear
conflicts and promoting game meat consumption as a sustainable method of deer population control. The dedication
to fostering coexistence between humans and wildlife was truly remarkable.

We also learned about raptor conservation through an inspiring presentation by Dr. Kono at the Kushiro Wildlife
Conservation Center. He shared insights on wild bird rehabilitation and strategies to prevent road traffic and
electrical accidents. This highlighted the often unintended but significant impacts of human activities on ecosystems
and reinforced the importance of proactive conservation measures.

One of the most fascinating behind-the-scenes experiences was our visit to Asahiyama Zoo. We visited the zoo
veterinary clinic where we learned about blow-darting of animals for sedation and had the unique opportunity to
witness penguin blood sampling for malaria diagnosis. Another memorable moment was at the Shibetsu Salmon
Museum, where we explored fish anatomy and reproduction during a necropsy session and | placed my entire hand
inside a live sturgeon’s mouth—an unforgettable first for me!

This exchange programme was immensely rewarding in every aspect, thanks to the warm hospitality and seamless
organization by Hokkaido University’s staff and students. From enjoying delicious meals and relaxing in onsens to
evenings spent playing card games and sharing stories, these cultural exchanges fostered friendships and memories
that will last a lifetime. | look forward to reconnecting with these wonderful people in the future!

Penguin enclosure at Asahiyama Zoo Post-onsen bonding night
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